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May Arboretum Report   
HIGHLIGHTS 

♦ The arboretum is interning UNR student Chad Morris from the School of Anthropology.  
♦ Danielle Ornelas, Colorado State University Graduate Student and graduate intern at the arboretum 

presented her May Arboretum Cap Stone project at the National Association for Interpretation 
conference (NAI) in Fort Collins Colorado.  Her focus was on senior and older adult populations in the 
arboretum.  Below are her results summarized on a poster board for the NAI conference.  For additional 
information please contact Bill Carlos, Washoe County horticulturist at bcarlos@washoecounty.us.   
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♦ The Horticulturist continue so search for a new AmeriCorps member to manage and coordinate the 
arboretum educational programs.  The horticulturist was awarded $9,500.00 from the May Arboretum 
Society for this position.  

Tours 
♦ The horticulturist provided a tour to over 30 students from UNR’s School of Anthropology.  

 
Arboretum Upgrades and Projects  

♦ Plaza Garden paver project and repairs were completed this month thanks to a generous donation from 
the May Foundation ($2,000.00) and an in-kind donation from Haines Enterprises ($4,500).  
Additionally 3 concrete pads were replaced in Plaza Garden thanks to a generous donation from the May 
Foundation ($9,070.00).  

♦ Pruning continues in the Arboretum thanks again to the May Foundation support of $10,000.00.  
♦ The horticulturist proposal of $11,581.00 for the Nevada Bell irrigation project was accepted and the 

upgrade and completed this month thanks to May Arboretum Society generous support.   
♦  The horticulturist proposal of $14,586.00 for Honey’s Garden irrigation project was also accepted and 

upgrades completed thanks to May Arboretum Society generous support.   
♦ The horticulturist proposal for operation and maintenance from the May Arboretum Society was also 

accepted ($29,400.00) 
♦ Total donation for project the month of November is $76,657.00. In-kind from Haines Enterprises 

$4,500.00. Total donations including In-kind $81,137.00.   
♦ The Kleiner Grover asphalt walkway (4,400 sqft) was replaced this past month. Washoe County 

Infrastructure Preservations funds were used for the upgrade ($29,172.00).  
♦ Total arboretum improvements including Washoe County, May Foundation, May Arboretum Society 

and other in-kind $110,309 of that, 73% came from arboretum donations and In-kind service.  
Arboretum Operations 

♦ The horticulturist continues to maintain the plant data base/records and record new accessions and plant 
data and details.  Twenty six new trees were accessioned along with two new introductions and two new 
taxon, Zizphus jujube, Indian jujube and Magnolia acuminate, “yellowbird’. Since 2018, 178 
replacement trees, shrubs (roses), perennials and new introductions have been planted, accessioned, and 
mapped using the arboretum plant record software IRIS BG, plant record data base.   

♦ Phil Brazier, Horticulture Assistant and Bradon Franklin, Maintenance worker II and seasonal staff 
planted an additional 16 trees in the arboretum which included removing dead and dying trees in the 
arboretum.  Some were replacement donor trees while others were new introductions.  Total new tree 
planting this year is 27 trees.  Both Phil and Bradon continue to assist, with limited time, to help 
maintain the Nevada Family Farms (NFF) by repairing irrigating breaks, spraying for weeds, fertilizing, 
mowing and edging.  The seasonal crew is busy with routine maintenance in the Arboretum, leaf 
vacuuming and shredding for recycling, mowing, edging, trimming, watering, pruning, planting and 
grooming trails.  The horticulturist is provided limited staff to adequately maintain the Basque 
Monument and the NFF.  
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Visitor Data  
The two set of bars represent south entrance (blue) and east entrance (black). 

Master Summary

Year Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec ADT† ADT†x365 
Days 
with 
data 

2019 

So.Arbo 
EntranceD 2,409 1,360 3,743* 6,749 6,194 7,090 5,630 5,247 4,942 6,341 5,093*  163.969 59,849 320 

West Arbo 
EntranceD 1,209 572 1,274* 2,044 2,436 2,871 2,083 1,612 2,403 3,417 2,843*  67.159 24,513 320 

ADT† = Average Daily Traffic 
* = based upon that month's ADT   

  D = divide by 2 applied     
 

 
Memorials 

♦ The horticulturist manages and oversees the memorial tree, bench and brick program.  One 
memorial/donor bench sold, 12 memorial bricks were sold and processed along with 1 Adopt-A-Tree’s 
and 2 new trees.   Many thanks to Robbie Short, INMATE WORK PROGRAM LEADER and his crew 
and Arboretum staff for assisting with the installation of the memorial bench, bricks and new trees.   
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May Museum Report 

 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 
♦ The museum kicked off a holiday sock drive. It will be collecting new socks for the homeless through 

December 15. The response has so far been excellent with collection bins filling up. Several news 
stations have done stories as well.  

♦ A new art exhibition from Sierra Watercolor Society opened in the museum gallery. “Something Old, 
Something New” features dozens of new paintings on a variety of traditional themes. The exhibition is 
on display through December 14. 

♦ The museum hosted the annual Steampunk Expo from High Desert Steam. The two-day event featured 
venors, performances, food and drink, music, and costumes. It was well attended. 

 
UPCOMING 

 
♦ Tuba Christmas returns on December 7. This free holiday musical performance has become a 

community tradition.  
♦ Sierra Watercolor Society volunteers will hold their annual Art Angels workshop on December 14. This 

popular free art class for kids fills up every year. 
♦ The May Arboretum Society will hold their Gingerbread Festival in the museum on December 14. 
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